
November 3, 2020 
 
Dear Joy Families, 
 
Welcome to November! I still cannot believe that two months of school passed. It seems like only yesterday that I 
began the continuation of my administrative journey here at our school. As the months continue to pass, I will be 
here to work collaboratively with you, the district office, and the faculty and staff to enhance our school in order to 
bolster our students in a 21st Century Learning environment that is both rigorous and safe. I am excited to continue 
this journey and share with you many things that are upcoming for our school.  
 
I would like to thank the PTG for planning the amazingly successful, 1st Annual, Trunk-or-Treat Event. We had 
such a great time hosting this event in order to give the students something else to look forward to as our Hybrid 
Schedule rolled out last week. All I can remember seeing during the event were the beaming smiles and laughter 
from students as they enjoyed a socially distanced way to have a great time. As this year progresses, I hope to 
have many more events like this. 
 
Below are some upcoming dates for your information: 
 

1. STAR Parent Reports: Each year Grades 1-6 take assessments in both Math and Reading from the 
beginning of the year to the end. These test results inform the entire school about each student’s abilities. 
These test results enable us to differentiate and modify instruction to meet the needs of all students of all 
varying levels. I look at the results closely, and as a community, we discuss how we can assist students 
throughout the course of the year. The results are being sent home on Friday, November 6. If your children 
are remote learners, they will be mailed home. Any student who did not complete any portion of the tests will 
have the opportunity to complete it as soon as they can. 

2. STAR Assessments in Reading: Star Reading is a computer-adaptive test that measures student 
achievement on reading skills. As a student takes the assessment, the software selects items based on the 
student’s responses. If the student answers the item correctly, the software increases the difficulty level of 
the next item. If the student answers incorrectly, the software lowers the difficulty level of the next item. By 
continually adjusting the difficulty of an item to what the student has shown that the scholar can or cannot 
do, the assessment is tailored to accurately measure each student’s level of achievement. Star Reading 
consists of 34 items and generally takes fewer than 30 minutes for the student to complete the assessment. 

3. STAR Assessment in Mathematics: Star Math is a computer-adaptive test that measures student 
achievement on math skills. As a student takes the assessment, the software selects items based on the 
student’s responses. If the student answers the item correctly, the software increases the difficulty level of 
the next item. If the student answers incorrectly, the software lowers the difficulty level of the next item. By 
continually adjusting the difficulty of an item to what the student has shown that the scholar can or cannot 
do, the assessment is tailored to accurately measure each student’s level of achievement. Star Math 
consists of 34 items and takes approximately 20 minutes for the student to complete the assessment. 

4. Veterans’ Day: School will be closed for all students on Wednesday, November 11 in observation of our 
Veterans. Thank you for serving our country! Classes will resume on Thursday, November 12. 

5. Thanksgiving Recess: School will be closed for all students from Wednesday, November 25- Friday, 
November 27. Classes will resume on Monday, November 30.  

6. Picture Day: Information will be sent home prior to Picture Day. Here are the dates: 
a. Tuesday, December 1: Cohort A and Supported Learners from 9:00-12:00PM. 
b. Wednesday, December 2: Remote Learners and Staff from 9:00-12:00PM. 
c. Thursday, December 3: Cohort B from 9:00-12:00PM 
d. RETAKE: Tuesday, January 12: Cohort A and Supported Learners from 9:00-12:00PM. 
e. RETAKE: Thursday, January 14: Cohort B and Remote Learners from 9:00-12:00PM. 

7. Report Cards and Parent-Teacher Conferences: As parent-teacher conferences approach, we will inform 
you of the procedures and protocols as they may look different than how they were done in the past. 



Teachers will schedule conferences with you and will either be in-person or through Google Meet. The 
teacher will let you know. 

a. Parent-Teacher Conference Dates 
i. December 4: After 12:40 Dismissal 
ii. December 7: After 12:40 Dismissal 
iii. December 8: After 12:40 Dismissal 

b. Report cards will be issued on Friday, December 11.  
8. Parent-Workshop and Discussion: There will be a parent workshop about the STAR results for Grades 

1-6 parents. In addition, I may be hosting a community event to discuss school-wide initiatives and our 
vision for John E. Joy Elementary School. Normally, I would host this event in-person, but I will need time to 
gather information on the protocols for such an event. If need be, I will have to hold it as a virtual discussion.  

9. PTG Facebook Page: The PTG has a Facebook page where the organization posts information about our 
school. Please visit and “LIKE” the page. CLICK for the John Joy PTG 2020-2021. 

10. Parent Student Contact Information Sheets- Complete the contact information sheets and submit them to 
your child’s teacher as soon as possible.  

11. Emergency Drills: Throughout the course of the year, as per our Emergency Response Plan, we hold 
various drills to practice with students in order to ready our scholars in case of an emergency. These drills 
include, but are not limited to: evacuation (fire), lockdown...etc. During the year, we are required to have 
eight evacuation (fire) drills and four lockdown drills; however, this has been modified due to having two 
cohorts of students in the building on different days. Therefore, to keep things equitable and to ensure that 
all students receive instruction and direction, drills will be carried out for both cohorts equally. For example, 
if we have a lockdown drill on a Monday, we will have a lockdown drill on a Thursday of the same week to 
ensure that all students are practicing these drills. 

 
As always, I hope to continue getting to know you and your children as I acclimate to my new role.  So far, it has 
been a great experience, and I look forward to many more positive opportunities to collaborate with the entire 
community as we continue to grow our strong family and partnership. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
James A. Daino 
Principal “in loco parentis” 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/451085525851479

